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Caring for the environment

“God saw that it was good.”

Social Issues Series

Social Issues pamphlets are published by the Justice and Peace group under the auspices of the Parish Pastoral Council to make known the social teachings of the Church. 

This pamphlet aims to make you view your world as our world and to respond by consuming more conservatively and sharing more generously through saving resources.
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the church Teaches

The world presents itself as evidence of God. 

In the story of the creation of the world the relationship between God, mankind and the environment is clearly established. The world and its resources is a gift from God that he entrusts to the responsible management and activity of mankind.

The Church’s social teachings on the environment make it clear that caring for the environment is a matter of common and universal duty.

In the face of the present ecological crisis the Church calls for an effective change of mentality leading to the adoption of new lifestyles in which the quest for truth, beauty, goodness and communion with others for the sake of the common good are factors that determine consumer choices, savings and investments.

The actions suggested are quick and easy changes that will make a difference and encourage you to rethink your habits.

The social teachings of the Church are drawn from Vatican II documents including Gaudium et Spes, encyclicals of the Pope and various Papal addresses as compiled into a “Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church” by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace in 2004.

Water

In the Scriptures water is a symbol of purification and of life. It is not just another commodity. Water is a vital element essential to survival. The right to water is a basic human right with its basis in human dignity.
South Africa is a 'water-stressed' country there is barely enough water to go round. Nearly all of our available water is allocated.

There is a growing water quality problem caused by the impacts of mining, aging municipal sewage systems, the difficulty of removing chemicals from household effluent and general pollution. In Johannesburg there is nowhere to draw naturally occurring water suitable for human consumption.

What can we do?    Save water!

Drink tap water. It takes 3l of water to make just 1 litre of bottled water. 

Don’t run the tap while you brush your teeth. Saves 9l per minute.

Water your garden only when necessary. Put your sprinkler system on manual. Don’t water the driveway.

Don’t pollute the water.

The backwash from your pool filter should go into the sewer system not down the street into natural watercourses.

Cut down on the chemicals you use around the house – fabric softener, hair products, pesticides are particularly indestructible. Read the labels.

Waste

Careful – and caring – use and consumption of resources is a biblical injunction.

Nowhere is wasteful consumption more evident than on waste collection day. Bins overflow with discarded material much of it non-renewable.  The City has run out of dumping space. On average each parishioner generates one and a half kilograms of waste per day. It shouldn’t go to landfill. Most household waste can be reused or recycled.

What can we do?    

Aim to reduce the waste you put out for collection by half.

You can do this by:-

Shopping more carefully.   Avoid products that are over-packaged or packaged in materials that cannot be recycled. For example choose a plastic bottle of milk or juice rather than a waxed carton.

Keeping recyclable material out of the bin.    Sorting waste at source is the only really efficient way to recycle. Newspapers, office paper, cans and bottles should all be put into separate containers and taken to Pikitup’s garden site for disposal.

Not putting garden waste in the bin. If you don’t make your own compost take your green waste to Pikitup’s garden site and buy Pikitup compost.

REDUCE      RE-USE      RECYCLE

Energy

Is climate change a social fad? No, it’s a social issue.

The burning of fossil fuels results in pollution which is contributing to climate change, loss of biodiversity and an environment that is harmful to our health. But the shortage of electricity has adversely affected our economy. 

The Church teaches that every economic activity making use of natural resources must also be concerned with safeguarding the environment and foresee the costs involved.

In South Africa, most electricity is from coal-fired power stations which release 222 million tons of CO2 p.a. Add to that the emissions from road traffic and it is no wonder that SA is the 8th worst CO2 polluter in the world.

What can we do?    
Drive less.

The easiest way to drive less is to share journeys.     Don’t make one trip per errand. Double up.  Don’t take two cars if you can go together in one.

Use less electricity. Make saving power a way of life.

Manage your hot water supply efficiently.

If you can afford it why not install a solar water heater? You can save up to 2 tons of CO2 per year.

USEFUL INFORMATION

Civil Society

Earthlife Africa is a civil society organisation of environmental and social justice activists. Access Climate Action Network and SECCP, the Sustainable Energy & Climate Change Project through www.earthlife.org.za 
The World Wildlife Fund is an NGO advocating sustainable policies and practices. www.wwf.org.za

Water
Johannesburg Water www.jwater.co.za has a website full of information and many links including to DWAF www.dwaf.gov.za

Re-use
CORDIS is a job creation programme in Orange Farm. Appliances and furniture are fixed in a training workshop teaching young people skills. CORDIS will fetch all your home and garage ‘junk’ to use. Call Beron on 082-498-9131.

Recycling
www.pikitup.co.za has a host of links for everything about re-cycling. If you want a bin for recycling phone Resolution Recycling  (011) 618-2246

Energy
Eskom www.eskom.co.za has a host of energy saving tips.
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