Rosebank Parish Pastoral Council – Report to Parishioners Feb 2009
Two years of the three year term of office of your current Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) have expired and this is a status update from the PPC for your information. The PPC formulated and presented you with a strategic plan for the parish, in response to the findings of an opinion survey conducted in 2007.  This strategy is being implemented.
Youth Affairs

The Sunday Morning Children’s Liturgy group has functioned effectively and activities have expanded to include special periodic “Children’s Masses” and a very successful special Christmas Eve Children’s Service.  

A careful assessment of the needs of the Parish to energize its role in the lives of young people, especially the scholars attending our schools, has been carried out. This culminated in the appointment of a full time Youth Coordinator in the Parish to be effective 1 March 2009. Unfortunately the candidate for this position reconsidered her situation and, for a number of reasons, has withdrawn. However in reviewing the reasons for her withdrawal with her, a number of useful insights have been gained and these will be valuable as the PPC continues with its program to specify and fill this position.
Learning and Instruction

Rosebank is fortunate to have the excellent catholic schools of St David’s Marist Inanda, St Teresa’s Mercy School and St Vincent’s School for the Deaf in the Parish. The PPC has been and is working to strengthen its relationships with these institutions. 

Rosebank also provides the following:

· Effective catechism instruction for children

· Adult catholic education 
· Pre-marriage instruction of renowned quality

· Regular lectures and talks by visiting experts on topics that are relevant to modern day Christian living. These are advertised as and when they occur.

Spiritual Upliftment

The Spiritual Development Program planned for 2009 has been compiled and published in printed format and is posted on the Parish website. This includes all regular weekly services & reflections, and retreats which are planned. In addition an Alpha Course will be held in Rosebank this year commencing on the 5th August.

The Rosebank initiative regarding vocations to the Priesthood produced the discussion document “Priests for Tomorrow”.  A resolution was adopted, at the Archdiocesan Synod in October 2008, that all Parishes in the Archdiocese should study this document and report their views on this to the Archbishop by October 2009. In the meantime the vocations subcommittee of the PPC will continue its work in fostering vocations in the Parish.
The PPC is appreciative of the excellent work in our Parish by those who contribute to the excellent functioning of the Liturgy and Music Components of Parish life.

Community Building
The Justice and Peace group is increasing its activities to raise the awareness of parishioners regarding the Catholic viewpoint on social issues of the day

A Young Professionals group has been established and is providing individuals with an opportunity to interact and socialize with likeminded people who share Christian values.

The New Parishioner Welcoming activity of the PPC has been established. In addition to making use of the Monthly after Mass Tea & Coffee Service to connect with new parishioners, two new-parishioners welcoming functions will be organized again this year. 
The PPC is addressing the pastoral needs of the Sunday 15h30 Community with a view to helping this group to be more fully integrated into the Parish.

The Alpha Course will also be a community building activity in our Parish.

Rosebank is participating actively in The Lay Fraternal which is an ecumenical group drawn from a variety of Christian Communities in the area, which meets periodically to pray and worship together, and also fosters charitable works in the community.
Caring and Support

The newly established Assist Program, launched in 2008, provides help to parishioners who are in need of help due to force of circumstances in which they find themselves.

The Peter Jackson Project provides for the care of a group of AIDS orphans in the Diepsloot squatter camp. It now operates from a house donated to the Project and employs a social worker to provide surrogate parenting. After school supplementary lessons and feeding are provided to the children. Monthly food parcels and a monthly outing for the children, which are the activities which initiated the AIDS orphans project, continue.
The St Vincent de Paul Society provides invaluable assistance to the underprivileged in our community and a wonderful conduit for Parishioner’s generosity in this regard. 

Communication

The new Parish Website was launched in 2008 and this provides much information about the Parish and its activities. It is well worth visiting and many will be surprised at just how much is happening in our Parish and how much information is available. A Parish directory has been compiled and is posted on the website, and a printed version of this directory may be obtained from the Repository.
There will be a strong drive this year to obtain the e-mail addresses and mobile phone numbers of as many parishioners as possible. The aim of this is for your Parish to make use of modern methods of communication to keep you informed about the happenings and special events taking place in your Parish. Your PPC believes that this will contribute to making Rosebank an even more vibrant and caring Christian community.
Further Information

Should you wish to find out more about your Parish or offer your help, please contact:
Graeme Munks (PPC Deputy Chairman): 
083 235 6813 abbot@iafrica.com  or 

Alastair Moffat ( PPC Chairman):

082 800 6937 amoffat@icon.co.za 

From
The Rosebank Parish Pastoral Council

February 2009

